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	CANADA OUT OF NATO
It’s time to get out of this dangerous military alliance that threatens our security & democracy



The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) is a US-led, nuclear armed military alliance of 31 Western countries, which have caused great harm around the world.
Our 6 reasons why NATO’s time is up:
1. NATO is the “battering ram” for Western capitalism & NATO’s carbon-intensive militarism killing the climate. NATO expansion leads to countries becoming more militaristic and adopting capitalist political and economic reforms like privatization and deregulation that impoverish people and undermine their democracy like Canada! NATO’s new strategic concept targets Russia and China, which is leading to an arms race and risks another world war. NATO’s demand for more interoperable weapons systems like fighter jets, warships and tanks lock us into decades of carbon-intensive militarism. To avert catastrophic climate, we have to rapidly reduce emissions but NATO is demanding that Canada buy new fossil fuel powered weapons systems and increase military spending. 

2. NATO is not defensive; it is an aggressive military alliance that provokes conflict 
NATO is a military alliance that was established in 1949. It has grown from 12 to 31 members. Though it is headquartered in Belgium, it is dominated by the United States. Despite the end of the Cold War and the Warsaw Pact, NATO conducted illegal wars in Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, Iraq and Libya. NATO is involved in the war in Ukraine. NATO is not a peacekeeping force; it is a war machine.
Canada: Canada joined the deadly and destructive NATO mission in Afghanistan from 2001-2014. Canada led the NATO bombing of Libya in 2011 that destabilized it. In 2015, Canada started training Ukrainian solders and in 2017 started to send weapons to Ukraine undermining the Minsk agreements and provoking the conflict with Russia. With NATO, Canada bombed Syria and Iraq from 2014-2016.

3. NATO members are the world’s largest exporters of weapons. NATO members like the US, UK, France, and Germany are the world’s largest exports of weapons from machine guns to fighter jets. NATO does not make our lives more secure, rather it enriches the weapons manufacturers.
Canada: Canada is the 16th highest arms exporter in the world, according to SIPRI. The NATO Association of Canada (NAOC) gets funding from General Dynamics and Lockheed Martin, two big American weapons manufacturers that lobby our government to buy more weapons. Canada’s arms exports have increased by 30% to $2.7 billion in 2021.

4. NATO demands ever-increasing military spending that takes money away from urgent social and environmental programs. NATO constantly pressures member states to spend over 2% of GDP on their militaries, which deprives governments of public funds to adequately invest in affordable housing, health care, education, early learning & child care, public transportation and renewable energy. NATO’s combined military spending is $1.2 trillion roughly equivalent to what we need to avert catastrophic climate change. 
Canada: Canadian military spending has increased by 95% since 2014 to $33 billion in 2022 while more Canadians are struggling to make ends meet and the climate emergency is worsening.

Canada is the 6th highest military spender among NATO members and 14th highest in the world in 2022.

5. NATO maintains a dangerous nuclear arsenal and its members refuse to join the new UN treaty to ban nuclear weapons. This threatens our security and democracy! NATO maintains a dangerous nuclear deterrence on high alert and is blocking progress at the UN to eliminate nuclear weapons. NATO members are developing new nuclear weapons. The US will spend almost $500 billion over the next decade for its nuclear weapons modernization. 
Canada: Because of Canada’s membership in NATO, the Canadian government shamefully will not sign on to the new UN Treaty to Prohibit Nuclear Weapons (TPNW). However, this is anti-democratic because polls show that 74% of Canadians want the Trudeau government to join the TPNW. As well, the F-35 fighter jet that Canada is buying is designed to carry the B61-12 tactical nuclear weapon.

6. NATO has not been held accountable for its illegal military interventions that have injured and killed countless civilians. NATO’s bombing of Yugoslavia in 1999 was not authorized by the UN Security Council and destroyed civilian infrastructure and killed civilians. NATO’s combat mission in Afghanistan from 2001 to 2014 empowered warlords and impoverished the people. Further, according to Osgoode Law Professor Craig Scott, Canada is complicit in the torture of detainees in Afghanistan and should be investigated by the International Criminal Court.
Canada: There has not been any international investigation or prosecution of NATO members for killing civilians and targeting civilian infrastructure in violation of the Geneva Conventions in Serbia, Afghanistan or Libya. Former Canadian Ambassador to Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and Albania James Bissett said, “Canada participated in a series of NATO-sanctioned war crimes against Yugoslavia.”
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Let’s get Canada OUT OF NATO and let’s move the money from NATO to domestic priorities, the UN Sustainable Development Goals and the Paris Agreement.

Let’s work together for genuine common security through peace, disarmament, gender equality, justice and environmental protection.

Social Media: #No2NATO #WeAreNOTNATO 

Join us!
Women’s International League for Peace & Freedom Canada (WILPF): http://wilpfcanada.org
Canadian Voice of Women for Peace (VOW): http://vowpeace.org
Canada Wide Peace & Justice Network: https://peaceandjusticenetwork.ca/
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ABOLISH THE ALLIANCE.
SAVE THE CLIMATE.





